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says, “As his custom 
was.” This indicates he 
never varied. It is 
something he always 
did. Can we say the 
same? 
 
I was very pleased this 
past summer with 
attendance here at St. 
Mary's. A lot of our 
folks travel in the 
summer but it seemed 
everyone was here when 
they were in town. This 
September has been a bit 
unusual as attendance 
has actually dipped from 
the summer, when it 
actually should go up. 
Part of my responsibility 
as your parish priest is to 
remind everyone that 
when you became a part 
of St. Mary's, you agreed 
that you would be in 
church on Sundays. The 
10 Commandments 
emphasize this. Jesus' 
example tells us we 
must. Church discipline 
tells us we must 
ce l eb ra t e  Sunda ys 
appropriately by being in 
church. Even our parish 
by-laws tell us to follow 

Dearly Beloved
 
It seems Fall is finally 
upon us, not that you can 
necessarily tell by the 
weather! But our Sunday 
School classes are back 
in session, as well as the 
Rector's Forum and 
Bible Study, and the 
Choir is once again 
singing for us each 
Sunday. Many things 
have been planned and 
are listed throughout this 
newsletter. But events 
are not what a parish 
family is all about. They 
are part of what we do to 
fellowship with one 
another and they help to 
gather others into our 
midst. But what we are 
about, first and foremost, 
is to worship God. In 
fact, the whole purpose, 
and hope, of our life as 
Christians is to worship 
God and be with Him 
always. And our Savior 
Jesus Christ is the one 
who gives us the 
direction on our path to 
our final end because He 
is “the way, the truth, 
and the life: no man 

cometh unto the Father 
but by [Him].” (John 
14:6) 
 
So what direction does 
Jesus give to obtain that 
final end? “Follow 
me.” (Matthew 4:19; in 
fact, Jesus says this at 
least 15 times) Seems 
simple, huh? Well, yes 
and no, as you are 
undoubtedly aware. 
There are many things 
that are necessary for us 
to follow Christ in both 
his commandments and 
his example to us. We 
tend to think about the 
Sermon on the Mount 
and the Summary of the 
Law when we think of 
commands and we 
always look to His 
Passion and Death as His 
great example to us. But 
He also gives us some 
very simple examples 
and one of these is “As 
his custom was, he went 
into the synagogue on 
the sabbath day.” (St. 
Luke 4:16) In other 
words, Jesus went to 
corporate worship every 
week. The Scripture 
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in Christ's path through the Church. A 
renewed effort on everyone's part to be 
in church on Sunday is so important, 
not only for the life of this parish, but 
also for the well-being of your soul. 
 
All of us worshiping together every 
week brings a spiritual vitality into our 
relationships with God and our 
relationships with each other. Worship 
actually enlivens our fellowship 
because we come to realize that we are 
one in the Spirit and that we are one in 
the Lord. Worship spiritually feeds us 
because we pray, we sing songs of 
praise, we hear Scripture being read 
and we receive instruction on how to 
apply all of this in our lives as 
Christian people. We can not benefit 
from this if we are not here. There is 
another angle to this. When we are all 
together worshiping our God, others 
see us and want to become a part of a 
lively church home that takes its 
worship of God most seriously as its 
first priority. I don't think I have met 
anyone in the parish who does not 
want to see this place grow and 
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The Bells Articles Deadline  
Please remember that the deadline for 
submission of articles is the 15th of 
the month prior to issue month.  We 
welcome all submissions, and reserve 
the right to edit for clarity and space. 
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become a shining beacon for our 
traditional Anglican Way of 
Christianity. But be honest with 
yourself, if a visitor comes and sees a 
half empty church, wouldn't they 
question what might be amiss that 
there are so few folks here? A nearly 
full church is an immediate visual 
confirmation to a newcomer that God 
is important in this place. It is up to 
us. If we but focus on being ever 
faithful in our worship of God, we 
will be richly blessed, not only 
personally, but also as a parish. 
 
When we eventually reach our final 
hope—heaven, we will be in God's 
presence continually and we will be 
worshiping Him unceasingly. But it 
starts here. Give Him an hour or so 
every Sunday in worship and He will 
give you life everlasting. See ya' in 
Church! 
 

Yours ever in Christ Jesus, 
Erich+ 
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  Our Sunday School program this year is 
from the third year St. George’s Christian 
Education curriculum.  In the third year, 
the children learn about notable people and 

events in Holy Scripture.  It is going to be a wonderful 
year for our children with lessons, activities, games and 
crafts.  We begin our studies with Adam and Eve and 
will end with Timothy and Titus in the spring.  
  This year we are blessed with two classes-Melody 
Powali teaches the 4 & 5 year olds and meets in the 
nursery.  Linda Moritz teaches the “older” children and 
meets with them in the back of the Parish Hall.  To-

��������	 � � ��� 	 � ��� � �

By all these lovely tokens 
September days are here,  

With summer’s best of weather 
And autumn’s best of cheer. 

-Helen Hunt Jackson, September, 1830-1885 
  The Daughters continue to rejoice in the good 

news that Ann Parker is recovering and doing better 
each and every day! 
  We had our first meeting on Sunday, September 10, 
2006 at 11:30 AM.  It was a productive meeting and we 
were able to adopt an agenda for the coming year.  Our 
Fall Festival Attic Sale is scheduled for Saturday, Octo-

ber 28, 7:30 AM-1 PM.  Donations may be dropped 
off in the Parish Hall between Sunday, October 15 
and Friday, October 27.   
  We need volunteers to make raffle gift baskets for 
our Annual Meeting.  They can be any theme and are 
due by Sunday, November 5. 
  We will once again enjoy Christmas shopping and 
lunch at City Place on Saturday, December 2.  Be 
sure to mark your calendars now.     
  Remember that all women of St. Mary’s are 
“Daughters” - please join us and bring your ideas and 
talents to our group. 
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gether, we are planning on singing at the two services 
on Christ the King Sunday, October 29, and have al-
ready begun practicing.  Our program is also interac-
tive at points with the children doing joint projects. 
  We pray that this year we will learn from the exam-
ples God has given us and ask that you pray for the 
teachers and children of St. Mary’s. 
  Sunday School is for ages 4-11 and began on Sep-
tember 10 at 9 AM.  Please have your children there 
on time so they do not miss out on class time and ac-
tivities.  You may sign up anytime during the year.  If 
you need a registration form please call the office.   

	 � �
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As I write this, I am recovering from a very 
successful run of Musical Theater Shows with 
FAU.  Soon after we finished the Spring pro-
duction of “Three Penny Opera”, we began 

work on “Oklahoma”.  And during all of those I was 
conceiving the show I directed, “Cole Porter:  An 
American Songbook”.  One of the biographers wrote of 
Cole Porter that it was obvious in his music that the 
man “hugged” life.  He went on the wisely opinion that 
one who hugs life may grow older, but never grows 
old.  Wise words,�� I believe that could be part of 
what Jesus was refering to when he said in John 10:10. 
“...I am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly”.  We should hug life, 
for we do not know how long our days are on this 
earth, before our “promotion”. 
  It is with sadness that I tell you of the loss of a 
beloved fellow church musician in the area.  On 

Tuesday, August 1, Jeffrey Bantz succoumbed to an 
untreatable brain tumor.  Jeffrey and Mark Jones lead 
the way in local concert series at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Pompano, of which I have 
participated and attended many times.  Pray for Mark, 
their church and the choir as we have lost a dear 
friend and talented musician. 
  Our Choir resumed work Wednesday, September 6, 
and sang the service on Sunday, September 10.  I am 
very grateful to our St. Mary’s musicians who carried 
the summer so beautifully:  Erika LaPlante, Glenda 
Choban, Jeanne Cognato and Lindsey Novitske.  
Lindsey was featured beautifully in the Cole Porter 
Revue vocally and with the flute.  I look forward to 
getting back on schedule with our terrific choir and 
making beautiful music to honor our Lord. 
 

Roger Blankenship 
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   We welcome into our parish family this month 
 

Richard J. Kehoe 
Welcome aboard Rick! 
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Financial Corner 
 

Please note that this will always be 
one month behind because The 

Bells is published before the end of 
the calendar month. 

 
 
August Income       $36,080.87 
August Expenses    $20,709.14 

August Net        $ 15,371.73 

YTD Income        $152,933.35 
YTD Expenses       $182,701.57 
 

YTD Net       -$  29,768.22 
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October 1, 8:30 AM to Noon 

Join us as we enjoy great food and fellowship 

 courtesy of our Men’s Club. 
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